THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

The historians report wonderful things regarding the
imbecility of Thamamah and his shamelessness. Among
these is what 'Abdallah ibn-Muslim ibn-Kutaibah said in his
book Mukhtalaf al-Hadlth. He said in this that Thamamah
ibn-Ashras saw men on a Friday hastening to the mosque
for fear the hour of prayer would pass. Whereupon he
said to a companion of his, " Look at these donkeys and
cows." .Then he said, " What has that Arab made out of
men?", meaning the Prophet of Allah.

Al-Jahiz said in his book of jests that al-Ma'mun was
riding one day when he saw Thamamah drunk, and rolling
in the mud, and he said, "Thamamah?" Thamamah re-
plied, " Yes, by Allah." "Aren't you ashamed?" " No, by
Allah." " Upon thee be the curse of Allah." " Let it
come." Al-Jahiz also said that a servant of Thamamah
said to him one day, "Arise and pray," but he paid no atten-
tion. And the servant said to* him, " The time is short,
arise and pray and rest," and Thamamah replied, " I will
rest if you will leave me."

The author of Tafrikh al-Mavdfwisah says that Thama-
mah ibn-Ashras accused Ahmad ibn-Nasr al-Marwazi to al-
Wathik,1 saying that the former condemned everyone who
denies that Allah can be seen, and everyone who* claims
that the Koran was created, and is free from the heresy of
al-Kadariyah. Wathik thereupon: put him to death, but
promptly repented of his death, and blamed Thamamah,
ibn-abi-Da'tid 2 and ibn~al-Zaiyat3 who advised his death.
Ibn-al-Zaiyat said to him: "If his death does not have
good results, may Allah slay me between fire and water."
Ibn-abi-Da/ttd said: " May Allah imprison me in my skin if
his death was not the right thing." Thamamah said: " May

1 Tabarl ed. Zotenberg, vol. iv, p. 546.

2 Ibn-Khallikon, ibid., vol. i, p. 61.
8 Fihrist, p. 122.
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